
A minute spent reading to your kids now will repay itself a 
million-fold later not only because they love you for reading 
to them, but also because, years later, when they’re miles 
away, those quiet evenings when you were tucked in with 

them, everything quiet but the sound of the page-turns, will 
seem to you, I promise, sacred.

George Saunders



When do you talk with your child?
Foundations for Language



Our setting has chosen to use the 
Little Wandle Foundations for 
Language programme to give every 
child the best possible start at school.
We build the foundations for children 
to succeed in communication and 
language in Reception.
We do this by using Little Wandle’s 
approach to developing language.



being able to speak, pay attention, 
listen and understand. It 

underpins all other areas of 
learning.

Communication and language is:



What is typical 
language for a 
Nursery child?

• Three- and four-year-old children:

• love stories, songs and rhymes and want lots of them

• love new words and want you to explain what they mean
• understand ‘why’ questions

• might make mistakes with word endings, for example, 
saying ‘runned’ or ‘goed’

• speak in longer sentences of 4 to 6 words.



Does it matter which 
language we use?

Use your home language.
It is better for your child to hear expert talk 
from you in your language.
Many studies tell us that it is the back-and-
forth talk between adults and children 
when they are sharing books that makes 
the difference to children’s language and 
comprehension.
This impact will translate to better 
language and comprehension skills for your 
child in English.



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 
of future academic success.

OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



When do you read with your child?



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 
of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



being able to focus on the sounds in 
language, not just the meaning.

Phonological awareness is:

In Nursery we think about phonological awareness



In our setting, we:
• talk about different types of sounds
• play listening games, 

for example, Voice sounds.

At home, you can:
• draw your child’s attention to different sounds 

around them, for example, ‘Listen to the loud 
noise! It sounds like an engine.’

Listening games



In our setting, we:
• sing rhymes regularly
• leave gaps at the end of the line for children to complete the rhyme, 

for example, ‘Hickory dickory dock, the mouse ran up the ______.’
At home, you can:
• read lots of rhymes and sing songs
• pause for your child to complete the rhyme
• make up silly rhymes, for example, ‘Get your coat, 

you little goat! So we can leave the house, little mouse!’

Songs and rhymes



In our setting, we:
• sing rhymes regularly
• leave gaps at the end of the line for children to complete the 

rhyme, for example, ‘Hickory dickory dock, the mouse ran up the 
______.’

At home, you can:
• read lots of rhymes and sing songs
• pause for your child to complete the rhyme
• make up silly rhymes, for example, ‘Get your coat, 

you little goat! So we can leave the house, little mouse!’

Songs and rhymes



In our setting, we:
• clap the number of syllables in different 

words
• highlight long and short words.
At home, you can:
• clap the syllables of words
• talk about long words, for example, 

‘Ooh, that’s a long word! Let’s clap it out.’
• work out how many syllables 

there are in your family names.

Hearing syllables



Terminology- introduced in Reception 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



being able to focus on and being able to 
play around with the sounds within words.

Phonemic awareness is:



It is really important that you say 
the sounds clearly and correctly,
just like we will teach your child!
Let’s practise!

For Nursery aged children please
do not show children the
grapheme cards.

Helping your child with their phonemes



In our setting, we:
• play games focusing on initial 

sounds, for example, Bertha 
the Bus.

At home, you can:
• get your child to identify the 

first sound of words, for 
example, ‘Oh look, here is our 
bus. Bus starts with b.’

bus Identify initial sounds 



• These are the first group of letters and 
sounds your child will learn.

• We start teaching from week 3 of 
Reception. (Our first full time week)

• The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging 
and have been designed to gradually build 
over time.

In Reception this term we are teaching Phase 2



We teach Phase 2 in this order

Resources available in the parent 
section of Little Wandle website and 
on our EYFS webpage.



• Teacher-led blending is taught 
throughout Phase 2.

• Our aim to is to teach every child 
to blend by Christmas.

• We will inform you if your child 
needs additional practice.

We teach blending so your child learns to read



Blending to read words



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Children are now learning to read 
the Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, 
the, put, pull, full, as, and, has, 
his, her, go, no, to, into, she, 
push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words



Reading tricky words



Our progression



How we make learning stick

 
 
 
 



Reading and spelling



• Say the word.
• Segment the sounds.
• Count the sounds.
• Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



Reading practice sessions are:
• timetabled three times a week
• taught by a trained 

teacher/teaching assistant
• taught in small groups
• children in Reception will begin 

bring books home on a Wednesday 
and books need to come back to 
school on a Monday.

Nursery Love of Reading sessions 
take place three times a week.

How do we practise reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your child?



Reading at home



The number of books your child 
has encountered by the age of six 
is a positive predictor of their 
reading ability two years later.
This benefit comes from:
• adults reading to children
• children enjoying books simply by 

looking at them and talking about them.
Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skill: 
A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Sénéchal, M. and LeFevre, J.

Why read with your child at home?



Studies show that it is the enjoyment and 
chat that matters!
The more you chat together about the 
book and the things that interest your child, 
the more impact it has.
You don’t even have to read the words – talking 
about the pictures is just as important.
If you can read the words, then use your voice 
to make them come alive. It will help your 
child understand the book even better.

Does it matter how we 
read with our children?



Let your child be the boss of the 
books they choose. Their 
enjoyment is what really matters.
Comics, information books, 
magazines, story books, picture 
books, poems and leaflets are 
all great for sharing.
Catalogues are fun to share 
and talk about, too.

Does the type of book matter?



Repeated reading of books is really 
beneficial for children. It helps 
them memorise parts of the story,
words and phrases, too.
Knowing a book or poem by heart is 
fun and powerful for children. They
can ‘read’ the story with you or join 
in with individual words or phrases.
If you really want to mix it up, offer another 
book alongside the much-loved favourite!

What if they always want 
to read the same book?



Books going home - Nursery

1 self chosen 
picture book each 
week for you to 
chat about and 
share with your 
child. Please write a 
comment in their 
Reading Diary.



Books going home - Reception

1 self chosen picture book and 1 Little Wandle book each week for you to chat about and share 
with your child. Please write a comment in their Reading Diary. Books must be returned to school on 
a Monday  morning.



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.
• They might sound out words and 

blend them before they read them 
fluently.
• If they can’t read a word, read it to 

them.
• Talk about the book and celebrate 

their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Wordless books are invaluable as they teach 
reading behaviours and early reading skills to 
children who are not blending – yet!

• Talk about the pictures.

• Point to the images in the circles and find 
them on the page.

• Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

Reading a wordless books



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.
• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.
o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.
oMake up sentences together.
o Find different words to use.
oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Supporting your child with phonics



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…
• understand words and sentences
• use a wide range of vocabulary
• develop listening comprehension skills.
The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is read 
with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



One of the greatest gifts adults can 
give is to read to children 

Carl Sagan


