
English at St Paul’s
Key Stage 1



Phonics at St Paul’s



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised

Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised as our systematic, synthetic 
phonics (SSP) programme to teach early 
reading and spelling.



Blending to read words

• We teach the children the sounds 

• Children then blend the sounds together to read a word

• This takes practice

• Some children learn to blend really quickly, and others take a little 
longer. 



Terminology - used across the whole school 

Phoneme

Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

A phoneme is defined as the smallest unit of sound in a word e.g. 
a

A single letter or a group of letters that represent a specific sound 
(phoneme) when writing e.g. s, sh or ough

A grapheme consisting of two letters that represent a single 
sound, e.g. sh

A sequence of three letters that represent a single sound or 
phoneme, e.g. igh

When two vowel letters make one sound but are separated by a 
consonant, e.g. a-e in take.

The process of combining individual phonemes (sound units) into 
a whole word, working from left to right, to form a spoken word

Identify each of the individual phonemes in a word, working all 
the way through from left to right



Teaching order – 4 new sounds a week + a 
review lesson



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code



Reading and spelling at St Paul’s



Reading and spelling 

Children learn that there 
are graphemes that can 
have different sounds and 
sounds that can be made 
with different letters



Another example…all the different ways to 
write the phoneme ‘sh’



Tricky Words

• Also known as Common 
Exception Words

• The have irregular spelling 
patterns and cannot be decoded 
for reading and writing using 
phonics.

• They need to be learned by 
sight, off by heart

Examples include:

Said – pronounced sed

Was – pronounced woz

They – pronounced thay



Spelling

• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.



Graphemes for Spelling

There are 44 phonemes 
(sounds), but there are around 
250 graphemes (letters or letter 
groups that correspond to a 
single sound). 

This is because every phoneme 
corresponds to more than one 
grapheme (letter or letter 
groups) across different words.



How do we teach reading in books?

Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled four times a week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading and Spelling in Year 2

• Focus moves to progressive fluency (automaticity in word reading 
in increasingly challenging texts) and building on the 
comprehension skills of retrieval, prediction and inference.

• Similarly to Year 1 the children read in groups

• Again, like Year 1, the children will bring home a book closely 
matched to their phonics level plus two books to share

• Children in Year 2 begin to learn spelling rules as detailed in the 
National Curriculum, using the Spelling Shed Scheme – which 
continues as they move to KS2.



Supporting your child 
reading and phonics at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is read 
with your child



Books going home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Supporting your child with phonics – LW 
parent videos



The shared books are for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



In Year 1, all book bags must be brought into school 
on a TUESDAY with the phonic reading book, reading 

diary and reading for pleasure books inside.

Books are sent home on a Thursday following Reading 
Practice sessions.

Please look after the books- the scheme is very new and very precious!

On the days you do not have the school reading books at home  you can support 
your child to read using books from the library,  and by reading their familiar books 

at home. Remember that repetition always helps support their language and reading 
development. 



Year 2 – Supporting Spelling at home

• Your children are now beginning to learn spelling rules as 
detailed in the National Curriculum

• There are 25 rules plus the common exception words

• The children will look at a new rule each week

• A paper copy of the words will be sent home

• They will also be set on Spelling Shed – the online spelling 
platform we use at St Paul’s from Year 2 upwards



Writing in Key Stage 1



Is taught in discrete lessons in Key Stage 1

Basic Letter formation

Pre cursive

In preparation for continuous cursive (joined handwriting)
in Key Stage 2

Handwriting…transcription



In Year 1:
• Initially, we use dictated sentences to reduce 

cognitive load

• These dictated sentences will only contain words 
that the children can segment for spelling using 
their phonics knowledge and the tricky words 
learned

• We encourage all children to have a go at writing as 
phonetically correct spelling is acceptable

• We move on to lots of oral rehearsing of sentences 
– often adding actions to them before then writing 
them down

• By the end of Year 1, children need to be able to 
write a sentence that starts with a capital letter and 
end with a full stop

• We have high expectations for all children and of 
course most will far exceed this expectation

Composition

In Year 2:
• We teach the children about the 4 sentence types 

thereby introducing a ? and !, along with the .

• They begin to learn about the features of different 
text types e.g. instructions, narrative, poetry, non-
chronological report

• We begin to teach them additional grammar, 
punctuation, sentence structures and word classes.



Literacy Tree

file:///C:/Users/PHawkins/Desktop/Book-based%20writing%20planning_%20Writing%20Roots%20_%20Literacy%20Tree_files/1111602499.html


Writing – Stages of Writing

• From year 1 through to year 6 we use the 
‘Stages of Writing’ document. 

• Each stage is taught either in a lesson or 
across a series of lessons. 

• The aim is for children to develop an 
understanding of the methodical approach to 
understanding, planning and writing a piece 
of writing. 


