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In EYFS and KS1 our focus is on children’s secure 
acquisition of phonics, early reading skills and early 

writing skills.



Phonics and Early Reading KS1

          
 
 
 

We believe that becoming a successful reader begins with strong 
foundations. 

From EYFS, children follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised programme, providing a systematic and consistent approach to 

phonics and early reading. 

As children develop their decoding and fluency, we nurture a love of 
reading through a rich and diverse range of high-quality texts.



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Useful terminology - used across the whole school 

Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound 

that can be identified in words.

Split vowel digraph – A 

digraph representing a vowel sound where its 
two letters are split by an intervening 
consonant.

Grapheme - A letter or group of letters 

used to represent a particular phoneme when 

writing. Blend - To combine individual phonemes into a whole 

word, working all the way through from left to right.

Digraph - A grapheme using two letters 

to represent one phoneme. Segment - To identify each of the individual 

phonemes in a word, working all the way through from left 
to right. This is an important first stage of writing (spelling) 

a word but needs to be practised orally first.
Trigraph - A grapheme using three 

letters to represent one phoneme.



Teaching order – 4 new sounds a week + a review lesson



Gradually your child learns the entire alphabetic code:



In Year 1 (and 2) your child 
will be taught:

• Phase 5 graphemes

• new graphemes for the 
Phase 2 and 3 sounds 

• that the same grapheme 
can have alternative 
pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons 
support children with 
reading and spelling these 
alternative spellings.





Phonics Screening Check

          
 
 
 



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• It is a quick check of your child’s phonics 
knowledge.

• It is not designed to create any stress or 
anxiety for your child.

• It assesses decoding skills using phonics.

• It consists of 40 words (20 real words, 
20 ‘alien words’).

If children do not achieve the required score 
in Year 1, they will retake the screening at the 
end of Year 2.

In the summer term, Year 1 children will have 
the Phonics Screening Check



• Your child will sit with a member of staff that 
they know.

• They will be asked to read 40 words aloud.

• This takes just a few minutes to complete, but 
there is no time limit.

• If your child is struggling, the teacher will stop.

• It has been carefully designed not to be stressful 
for your child.

How does the check work?



Reading in KS1

          
 
 
 



A love of reading is 
the biggest indicator 
of future academic 

success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development)



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading in Year 2
• In Year 2, we ensure children complete reading 

the core programme decodable books (up to 
Phase 5 Set 5). 

• Year 2 children continue to read in groups.

• Focus moves to progressive fluency (automaticity 
in word reading in increasingly challenging texts) 
and building on the comprehension skills of 
retrieval, prediction and inference.

• The children will bring home a Little Wandle
Fluency reading book to ensure success in reading 
is shared at home.

• Two Reading for Pleasure books also go home for 
adults and older siblings at home to share and 
read to children. 



Writing in KS1

          
 
 
 

‘We believe in the power of stories to shape 
understanding, spark curiosity and transform 

learning.’



“Beginner writers are required to think 
consciously about everything they are doing 

while writing, from holding the pen correctly to 
forming letters legibly, combining them 

accurately in words, before they can even think 
about using those words to express ideas.”

The writing Framework 2025

At St Paul’s we recognise that 

learning to write is complex and 

requires both transcription and 

composition. 

Our approach places strong 

emphasis on developing firm 

foundations in the skills that 

enable children to write fluently.

We take a mastery approach to 
the foundations of writing, 
explicitly and systematically 
developing children's skills in
handwriting, spelling and 
sentence construction.

Across EYFS to Year 6, we use 
Literacy Tree to support our 
English curriculum. 

Carefully selected, engaging 
books provide the stimulus 
for reading, discussion, 
vocabulary development and 
writing. Through exploring 
high-quality literature, 
children encounter a wide 
range of authors, characters, 
cultures, experiences and 
perspectives. 
We want every child to see 
themselves as a writer

          
 
 
 



Handwriting at St Paul’s 
“The importance of handwriting in developing pupils’ writing cannot be overstated.  
Fluent handwriting is a significant predictor of positive writing outcomes, while a lack of 
such fluency can constrain pupils.” The Writing Framework 2025

Handwriting will be taught 
regularly and explicitly in 
every year group.

‘Ready to write’ routines 
will be used at the start of 
each session. 

EYFS –children will developing fine and gross 
motor skills before introducing letter formation.

Year 1 – children will focus on correct letter 
formation.

Year 2 – Children will start to use some of the 
diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters.

Year 3&4- Children will improve legibility, 
consistency and quality of joined handwriting.

Year 5 & 6 – children will continue 
to practise handwriting discretely 
to develop fluency and 
automaticity.

          
 
 
 



Summary

Pressure

“Ready to write” checklist: the four Ps

Posture Paper positionPencil grip



lowercase letter formation and rhymes



Capital letter formation

Digits 0 – 9 formation



Pre-Cursive letter formation

Introduced in Year 2



Spelling in KS1

          
 
 
 



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Year 2 Spelling program

• In Year 2, your children are now beginning to learn spelling 
rules as detailed in the National Curriculum.

• The children will look at a new rule each week
• A paper copy of the words will be sent home.



Tricky Words or Common 
exception words:
• have irregular spelling 

patterns and cannot 
be decoded for 
reading and writing 
using phonics.

• Need to be able to 
‘sight’ read and spell 
off by heart.





End of KS1 (Yr 2) 
Example of writing levelled as ‘Working at’ the age related expected level.



Supporting your 
child: 

reading and phonics 
at home

          
 
 
 



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared books are for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Supporting your child with phonics –
Little Wandle parent videos on the website…

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


All book bags must be brought into school on a TUESDAY with the phonic reading 
book, reading diary and reading for pleasure books inside.

Year 1 books are sent home on a Thursday following Reading Practice sessions.
2A - books are sent home on a Thursday following Reading Practice sessions.

https://stpaulswarwick.secure-primarysite.net/class-pages-2026-2027/

On the days you do not have the school reading books at home  you 
can support your child to read using books from the library,  and by 

reading their familiar books at home. Remember that repetition 
always helps support their language and reading development. 

https://stpaulswarwick.secure-primarysite.net/class-pages-2026-2027/


One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



A love of reading is the 
biggest indicator of future 

academic success!


