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Writing in KS2

          
 
 
 

‘We believe in the power of stories to shape 
understanding, spark curiosity and transform 

learning.’





“Beginner writers are required to 
think consciously about everything 
they are doing while writing, from 

holding the pen correctly to forming 
letters legibly, combining them 

accurately in words, before they can 
even think about using those words 

to express ideas.”
The writing Framework 2025

At St Paul’s we recognise that learning to 

write is complex and requires both 

transcription and composition. 

Our approach places strong emphasis on 

developing firm foundations in the skills 

that enable children to write fluently.

We take a mastery approach to the 
foundations of writing, explicitly and 
systematically developing children's skills 
in handwriting, spelling and sentence 
construction.

Through regular teaching, modelling, 
practice and feedback, we want these 
skills to become increasingly automatic, 
allowing children to devote more of their 
working memory to generating, 
organising and communicating their 
ideas.

Across EYFS to Year 6, we use 
Literacy Tree to support our 
English curriculum. 

Our Literacy Tree curriculum 
provides a clear sequence 
through which children learn to 
write for different purposes and 
audiences. 

High-quality texts act as models 
and inspiration, enabling children 
to explore the choices writers 
make and to develop their own 
authorial voice. 

We recognise that quality is more 
important than quantity.

There are lots of varied 
opportunities to write.

          
 
 
 



Handwriting at St Paul’s 
“The importance of handwriting in developing pupils’ writing cannot be overstated.  
Fluent handwriting is a significant predictor of positive writing outcomes, while a lack of 
such fluency can constrain pupils.” The Writing Framework 2025

Handwriting will be taught 
regularly and explicitly in 
every year group.

‘Ready to write’ routines 
will be used at the start of 
each session. 

EYFS –children will developing fine and gross 
motor skills before introducing letter formation.

Year 1 – children will focus on correct letter 
formation.

Year 2 – Children will start to use some of the 
diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters.

Year 3&4- Children will improve legibility, 
consistency and quality of joined handwriting.

Year 5 & 6 – children will continue 
to practise handwriting discretely 
to develop fluency and 
automaticity.

          
 
 
 



Summary

Pressure

“Ready to write” checklist: the four Ps

Posture Paper positionPencil grip



Capital letter formation

Digits 0 – 9 formation



Pre-Cursive letter formation

Introduced from Year 2.



Handwriting Progression at St Paul’s C of E School:

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Squiggle Early 
Learning 
programme
• Focus on 
developing 
gross and fine 
motor skills,
before 
introducing 
letter 
formation.
• Use Little 
Wandle Rhymes
for letter 
formation

Oak Academy Year 1
• sit correctly at a table, 
holding a pencil 
comfortably and 
correctly 

• begin to form lower-
case letters in the 
correct direction, 
starting and finishing in 
the right place 

• Use Little Wandle
Rymes for letter 
formation

• form capital letters 

• form digits 0–9 

• understand which 
letters belong to which 
handwriting ‘families’ 
(i.e. letters that are 
formed in similar ways) 
and to practise these

Oak Academy Year 2
•form lower-case letters 
of the correct size relative 
to one another 

• start using some of the 
diagonal and horizontal 
strokes needed to join 
letters and understand 
which letters, when 
adjacent to one another, 
are best left unjoined

• write capital letters and 
digits of the correct size, 
orientation and 
relationship to one 
another and to lower-
case letters 

• use spacing between 
words that reflects the 
size of the letters, so that 
later joins do not create 
extra, confusing shapes 

Oak Academy Year 3

• continue to develop use 
of diagonal and horizontal 
strokes used to join letters 
and understand which 
letters, when adjacent to 
one another, are best left 
unjoined

• improve legibility, 
consistency and quality of 
joined handwriting

Oak Academy Year 4

• develop and maintain 
fluency and legibility of 
handwriting in all areas 
of the curriculum

Oak Academy Year 5

• focus on producing 
fluent and consistent 
handwriting 
automatically

•make choices between 
using a pen or pencil for 
a task

Oak Academy Year 6

• focus on producing 
fluent and consistent 
handwriting 
automatically

•make choices between 
using a pen or pencil for a 
task



Spelling in KS2

          
 
 
 



Useful terminology - used across the whole school 

Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound 

that can be identified in words.

Split vowel digraph – A 

digraph representing a vowel sound where its 
two letters are split by an intervening 
consonant.

Grapheme - A letter or group of letters 

used to represent a particular phoneme when 

writing. Blend - To combine individual phonemes into a whole 

word, working all the way through from left to right.

Digraph - A grapheme using two letters 

to represent one phoneme. Segment - To identify each of the individual 

phonemes in a word, working all the way through from left 
to right. This is an important first stage of writing (spelling) 

a word but needs to be practised orally first.
Trigraph - A grapheme using three 

letters to represent one phoneme.



Phonics ‘Grow the Code’ charts are displayed in all KS2 classrooms.
These charts support children with accurate spelling as they get 
older.



The layers of the 
English Language

https://emile-education.com/morphology-and-spelling/

• In Year 2 and 
throughout KS2,  
children focus on 
spelling rules as 
detailed in the 
National Curriculum.

• The children will look 
at a new rule each 
week.

• 10 words will be 
identified to practise 
at home.

Phonics alone cannot 
explain how all words 
sound and are spelt!

https://emile-education.com/morphology-and-spelling/


https://emile-education.com/morphology-and-spelling/

https://emile-education.com/morphology-and-spelling/


Tricky Words or Common 
exception words are 
taught explicitly and 
regularly revisited.

Tricky words 
• have irregular spelling 

patterns and cannot 
be decoded for 
reading and writing 
using phonics.

• Need to be able to 
‘sight’ read and spell 
off by heart.







Reading in KS2

          
 
 
 



A love of reading is 
the biggest indicator 
of future academic 

success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development)



Fostering a love of 
Reading at St Paul’s
• We believe that reading underpins every 

aspect of a child’s education. 

• At St Paul’s we endeavour to instil a love of 
reading for pleasure in every child. 

• Children are given access to high quality and 
age-appropriate texts.

• We believe that children should be exposed 
to a range of genres whilst also being 
encouraged to find genres that they 
particularly like. 

• Staff are expected to read to the children 
each day and our share their love of reading.

• We are very lucky to have a well-provisioned 
library which we look to regularly update 
with new texts. 

          
 
 
 

Our 
wonderful 

school 
library



Class Reading Scrap book
• An opportunity for children 

to share their love of a book 
with their peers.

          
 
 
 



Guided/shared 
reading lessons
• In Year 3&4 we teach three shared reading 

sessions based on high quality texts. 

• In Year 5&6  we teach three whole class
reading sessions each week. 

• The sessions will focus on a range of genres 
which can be accessed via: whole text, an 
extract, song lyrics, animations and film 
clips.

• A mix of fiction, non-fiction and poetry are 
covered. 

• Each class has dictionaries and thesauruses 
which children are taught to use in order to 
support their learning. 

• Children are given specific ‘silent reading’ 
time to read their own books each day. 

          
 
 
 



Teaching Reading Comprehension Skills



Individual Reading in Year 3 & 4
• Focus moves to progressive fluency (automaticity in 

word reading in increasingly challenging texts) and 
building on the comprehension skills of retrieval, 
prediction and inference.

• In Year 3 children are assigned a book band level and 
will be sent home with a book at the appropriate 
reading level each week.

• When children reach a good level of fluency and have 
reached the end of the book band colours, they will 
become ‘Free-Readers.’

• Free Readers are supported to choose an appropriate 
reading book from the classroom or library.

All children can choose a ‘reading for 
pleasure book’ from the library.



Individual Reading in Year 5 & 6
• Focus on expanding vocabulary and building 

comprehension skills of retrieval, prediction and 
inference.

• Free Readers are supported to choose an 
appropriate reading book from the classroom or 
library. They will read this book every day during 
silent reading time. They can also take this book 
home to read.

• For children who are assigned a book band level, 
they will read regularly with an adult 1:1 in school 
and they will be sent home with a book at the 
appropriate reading level each week.

Some children will also be part of  ‘Little-Wandle Catch-up’ sessions. 



Supporting your 
child at home



Supporting your Yr 3/4 child at home.

Friday – A5 orange 
book sent home.
Wednesday –books 
returned to school.



Spelling – Supporting your Yr 5/6 child at home.
Spelling Home Learning

Each week in school the children will have a spelling and handwriting focus.

The spelling journal will be sent home on a MONDAY after the Spelling and 

Handwriting lessons have taken place.

The children will have a selection of 10 words to practise based on the spelling 

focus.

Home learning expectations:

1. Write each spelling word out 3 times  - focus on correct letter formation 

and developing joins to improve fluency of writing.

1. Choose 5 words from the spelling list. Write 1 sentence for each of 

these 5 words (5 sentences in total)

Spelling journals should return to school by THURSDAY.

On a Friday, children will review their recall of the spelling words through a mix 

of dictated sentences and writing the words. 

How can you help at home?

We would really appreciate your support with your child’s spelling and 

handwriting home learning. 

A quick check together can make a big difference.

When your child has completed their sentences, please encourage them to 

read each sentence aloud. You could ask:

 Does the sentence make sense?

 Does it start with a capital letter?

 Does it have the correct punctuation at the end?

 Is the handwriting neat and easy to read?

A few minutes spent reading and checking their work together will help your 

child to develop the important habit of proofreading and taking pride in their 

writing. Thank you.

Monday – A5 Green 
books sent home.

Thursday – Green books 
returned to school.



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan

Listen to your child read as often as you 
can. 
Read the books your child reads and talk 
about them. 
• What has happened so far?
• What do you think will happen next?
Have books at home.
Visit a library.



A love of reading is the 
biggest indicator of future 

academic success!


